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1. Executive summary  
Lancashire County Council's current policy is to provide both stunned and un-
stunned halal meat to schools. We currently supply around twenty-seven 
Lancashire schools, where the governing body has the option to provide either 
stunned or un-stunned halal in their school meals. Un-stunned halal is provided in 
the provision of school meals for some of the 12,000 children in those schools. 
There is currently no demand for stunned halal meat from any school in 
Lancashire.  
 
The consultation sought to understand people's views on the proposal to provide 
only stunned halal meat to schools. It asked respondents if they agree or disagree 
with the proposal and why, what impact they think the proposal will have and if 
they think anything regarding the proposal could be done differently. 
 
This report summarises the response to the consultation concerning Lancashire 
County Council's policy on the supply of halal meat to schools.  
 
For the consultation, online questionnaires could be accessed from 
www.lancashire.gov.uk.  
 
The fieldwork ran for four weeks from 7 February 2018 until 7 March 2018. In 
total, 8,545 questionnaire responses were received.  

 

1.1 Key findings 

1.1.1 Demographic information 

 Over half of respondents (53%) said that they were responding to the 
consultation as a Lancashire resident.  

 A third of respondents (33%) said that they were responding to the 
consultation as a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil. 

 Over two-fifths of respondents (45%) said they are Muslim, about a quarter 
of respondents (24%) said they are Christian and about one in six 
respondents (17%) said that they have no religion.   

 Three-fifths of respondents (60%) said that they have children in their 
household.  

 

1.1.2 Views on the proposal 

 About two-thirds of respondents (65%) strongly disagree with the proposal 
and a third of respondents (33%) strongly agree with the proposal. 

 Nine-tenths of Muslim respondents (90%) said that they disagree with the 
proposal. 

 Of those respondents who strongly disagree with the proposal over two-

fifths (44%) said that they are Muslim. Nearly two-fifths (38%) of 

respondents who strongly disagree with the proposal didn't answer the 

question about their religion or answered 'prefer not to say'. 

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/
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 The most common reasons given for agreeing or disagreeing with the 

proposal were because of animal welfare reasons (40%) and because 

stunned slaughter is not halal (39%). 

 Of the respondents who agree with the proposal and who stated their 

reasons why, over three-quarters (77%) said that they agree with the 

proposal for animal welfare reasons. 

 The respondents who disagree with the proposal and who stated their 
reasons why can broadly be divided into two groups. One group can 
broadly be categorised as disagreeing with the proposal because they 
support un-stunned halal being supplied to schools in Lancashire (70%). 
The other group of respondents can broadly be categorised as disagreeing 
with the proposal because they don't think any halal meat should be 
supplied to schools in Lancashire (30%). 

 When asked about the impact of the proposal the most common responses 

were children will stop eating meat in school (27%), adverse effect on our 

health/diet (20%), would lose confidence/trust in the system (20%), it will 

remove our choice (18%) and feel better knowing the animal hasn't 

suffered and was slaughtered according to British animal welfare standards 

(18%). 

 Muslim respondents who are a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil 

most commonly said that the impact of the proposal on them would be that 

their children would stop eating meat at school (37%) and it would be 

inconvenient and more expensive (32%). 
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2. Introduction  
Lancashire County Council's current policy is to provide both stunned and un-
stunned halal meat to schools. We currently supply around twenty-seven 
Lancashire schools, where the governing body has the option to provide either 
stunned or un-stunned halal in their school meals. Un-stunned halal is provided in 
the provision of school meals for some of the 12,000 children in those schools. 
There is currently no demand for stunned halal meat from any school in 
Lancashire.  
 
The consultation sought to understand people's views on the proposal to provide 

only stunned halal meat to schools. It asked respondents if they agree or disagree 

with the proposal and why, what impact they think the proposal will have and if they 

think anything regarding the proposal could be done differently. 

 

3. Methodology 
This report summarises the response to the consultation concerning Lancashire 
County Council's policy on the supply of halal meat to schools. 
 

3.1 Fieldwork period and respondent numbers 

 
The fieldwork ran for four weeks from 7 February 2018 until 7 March 2018 and the 
online consultation questionnaire could be accessed from 
www.lancashire.gov.uk/haveyoursay.  
 
In total, 8,545 questionnaire responses were received; 7,840 online and 705 paper 
copies.  
 
We received 47 other responses to the consultation – 10 letters and 37 emails. The 
majority were from members of the public (44). Three responses were also 
received from organisations, a response from the Board of Deputies of British 
Jews, a response from Lancashire Council of Mosques and a response from the 
National Secular Society.  

  

http://www.lancashire.gov.uk/
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3.2 Analysis of open questions 

 
The questionnaire asked four open questions 

 Why do you say this? (as a follow up question to, 'how strongly do you agree 
or disagree with the proposal to provide only stunned halal meat to schools?') 

 What impact would this proposal have on you? 

 What, if anything, do you think could be done differently in providing halal 
meat to schools? 

 Is there anything else you would like to tell us? 
 

Responses to the open questions have been classified against a coding frame to 
quantify the qualitative data. This coded and quantified data is presented in this 
report. 
 
Coding is the process of combining the issues, themes and ideas in qualitative 
open responses into a set of codes. The codes are given meaningful names that 
relate to the issue, so that during close reading of responses it can be seen when 
similar issues relate to a similar code. As the analysis process continues the coding 
frame is added to and refined as new issues are raised by respondents. All 
responses to open questions are then coded against the coding frame, and can be 
subsequently analysed as quantitative data.  
 
22,320 written responses were received across the consultation questionnaire's 
four open questions.  
 
An external research company with coding experience completed this part of the 
data processing. The company was 
 
Feedback Market ResearchLtd  
Fieldhouse Farm  
Main St  
Sigglesthorne  
Hull  
HU11 5QA 
 
 

3.3 Responses using the Lancashire Council of Mosques 
template  

 
In addition to submitting a response to the consultation as an organisation, 
Lancashire Council of Mosques (LCM) promoted the consultation and encouraged 
local people to respond. 
 
LCM promoted the consultation on http://www.lancashiremosques.com where a 
template was provided suggesting how people could respond to the consultation 
questions. We received about 1,300 online responses from people who chose to 
follow this template. It is difficult to put an exact figure on the number of 

http://www.lancashiremosques.com/
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respondents who chose to respond in the way suggested by LCM, as although 
many respondents exactly copied the wording, many other respondents chose to 
phrase their comments in a slightly different way and/or include their own additional 
points.     
 
We also received 705 paper copies of the consultation questionnaire from LCM. 
These paper copies had the LCM template responses pre-printed on them. 
Respondents signed or printed their name on their form to indicate this was how 
they wished to respond to the consultation. These printed questionnaires did not 
include the online questionnaire's 'about you' demographic questions. 
 
The template suggested by LCM was as follows: 
 

How strongly do you agree or disagree with the proposal to 
provide only stunned halal meat to schools?  
 
Answer: Strongly disagree 
 
Why do you say this? 
 
Answer: Stunned meat is against the teachings of my faith. And it 
is also unhealthy. 
 
What impact would this have on you? 
 
Answer: We will stop eating meat  

   It will make me lose confidence in the system 
   It will have an adverse effect on my health and removes 
   my choice 

 
What, if anything, do you think could be done differently in 
providing halal meat to school? 
 
Answer: Keep providing the unstunned meat. 
 
Is there anything else you would like to tell us?  
 
Answer: Why do you keep opening this issue. 

 
 
The responses from respondents who chose to respond in the way suggested by 
LCM have been analysed and presented in this report in the same way as all other 
consultation responses.  
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3.4 Limitations 

The findings presented in this report are not representative of the views of the 
population of Lancashire and should only be taken to represent the views of people 
who were made aware of the consultation, and who had the opportunity and felt 
compelled to respond.  

 
In charts or tables where responses do not add up to 100%, this is due to multiple 
responses or computer rounding. 
 
The 705 paper copies of the consultation questionnaire submitted by Lancashire 
Council of Mosques didn't include responses to the questions in 'about you' section 
of consultation questionnaire. In the analysis included in this report it has been 
assumed that these 705 respondents were Muslim. 
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4. Main consultation findings  

4.1 Demographic information 

A full breakdown of the response to the questions asked in the 'about you' section 
of the consultation questionnaire is presented in appendix 1. However, a brief 
summary of the key information is described below. 
 
Respondents were asked if they were responding to the consultation as a 
Lancashire resident and/or in any other capacity. For example, a parent/carer of a 
Lancashire pupil. Over half of respondents (53%) responded to the consultation 
as a Lancashire resident. A third of respondents (33%) responded to the 
consultation as a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil.  
 
Nearly half of respondents (49%) said they are male and over two-fifths (44%) 
said they are female.  
 
Nearly three-fifths of respondents (56%) said that they are aged 35-64 and a fifth 
of respondents (20%) said that they are aged 20-34. 
 
Over two-fifths of respondents (45%) said they are Muslim, about a quarter of 
respondents (24%) said they are Christian and about one in six respondents 
(17%) said that they have no religion.   
 
Three-fifths of respondents (60%) said that they have children in their household. 
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4.2 Agreeing or disagreeing with the proposal 

 
First, respondents were presented with the following statement… 
 
"The county council is considering its current policy for the supply of halal meat to 
schools. The council currently provides both stunned and un-stunned halal meat 
in a small number of schools, providing this service for school meals where there 
is the demand for it. The county council is considering the proposal to provide only 
stunned halal meat to schools." 
 
Respondents were then asked how strongly they agree or disagree with the 
proposal to provide only stunned halal meat to schools. About two-thirds of 
respondents (65%) strongly disagree with the proposal and a third of respondents 
(33%) strongly agree with the proposal.  
 

 
Chart 1 -  How strongly do you agree or disagree with the proposal to 

provide only stunned halal meat to schools? 

 
Base: all respondents (8,499) 

 

 
Nine-tenths of Muslim respondents (90%) said that they disagree with the 
proposal. 
 
Of those respondents who strongly disagree with the proposal over two-fifths 
(44%) said that they are Muslim. Nearly two-fifths (38%) of respondents who 
strongly disagree with the proposal didn't answer the question about their religion 
or answered 'prefer not to say'.  

33%

1%

1%

<1%

65% <1%

Strongly agree

Tend to agree

Neither agree nor disagree

Tend to disagree

Strongly disagree

Unsure/don't know
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Respondents were then asked why they agree or disagree with the proposal. Just 
over four-fifths of respondents (83%) answered this follow up question.  
 
The most common responses to this question was for animal welfare reasons 
(40%) and because stunned slaughter is not halal (39%). 
 

 
Chart 2 -  Why do you say this? 

 
Base: all respondents (7,069) 
     

 
Of those respondents who agree with the proposal and who stated their reasons 
why, over three-quarters (77%) said that they agree with the proposal for animal 
welfare reasons. 
 
The respondents who disagree with the proposal and who stated their reasons why 
can broadly be divided into two groups. One group can broadly be categorised as 
disagreeing with the proposal because they support un-stunned halal being 
supplied to schools in Lancashire (70%). The other group of respondents can 
broadly be categorised as disagreeing with the proposal because they don't think 
any halal meat should be supplied to schools in Lancashire (30%). 
 

40%

39%

20%

16%

9%

8%

8%

6%

5%

5%

3%

3%

3%

3%

3%

2%

Animal welfare reasons - unstunned slaughter is not humane

Religious belief - stunned slaughter is not halal

Halal is healthier (blood is fully drained)

Cannot have different laws for different religious beliefs in
this country

Halal meat should not be used in schools - especially without
prior knowledge

All halal meat should be banned/not served in UK

All animals should be stunned before slaughter

Freedom of choice/religion - not for the council to interfere

Muslim children should be offered unstunned halal meat in
schools, so they are not deprived of warm meals

Other comment

It's unlawful to feed unstunned halal meat to non-muslims

Unstunned slaughter is better (eg clean, more humane)

Halal meat can be stunned - individuals only need to say a
prayer before consumption to make it halal

Not stunning before slaughter is against UK law

Members of other religions can't eat halal meat

Reduce the amount meat used in schools (eg offer more
vegetarian options)
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Respondents were then asked what impact this proposal would have on them.  
 

The most common responses to this question were children will stop eating meat in 
school (27%), adverse effect on our health/diet (20%), would lose confidence/trust 
in the system (20%), it will remove our choice (18%) and feel better knowing the 
animal hasn't suffered and was slaughtered according to British animal welfare 
standards (18%). 

 
Chart 3 -  What impact would this proposal have on you? 

 
Base: all respondents (6,686) 
     

 
Muslim respondents who are a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil most 
commonly said that the impact of the proposal on them would be that their children 
would stop eating meat at school (37%) and it would be inconvenient and more 
expensive (32%). 
 

27%

20%

20%

19%

18%

15%

15%

10%

9%

8%

7%

7%

6%

3%

3%

3%

2%

2%

2%

Children will stop eating meat at school

Adverse effect on our health/diet

Would lose confidence/trust in the system

It will remove our choices

Feel better knowing the animal hasn't suffered and was
slaughtered according to British animal welfare standards

A huge impact on my kids/family

Inconvenient and more expensive for me as my children
would stop having school dinners

We would not eat halal meat-disagree with it/against our
beliefs

Other comment

It would mean its not halal so can't eat it as against my
religion

As we are a majority Christian country with Christian
values that we should stand up for

Nothing

It denies our basic democratic rights/choices/beliefs

I feel it is a step towards a complete ban of halal meat

It would make me feel better and more happy/satisfied
that council are listening

It will enable my children to eat school meals with a happy
conscience

It would make muslim children feel left out and
discriminated against

It disgusts/offends me

It would give me peace of mind
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Respondents were then asked what, if anything, they thought could be done 
differently in providing halal meat to schools.  

 
The most common responses to this question were keep providing un-stunned 
halal meat (36%) and no-halal in UK schools/the UK (26%).   
 

 
Chart 4 -  What, if anything, do you think could be done differently 

in providing halal meat to schools? 

 
Base: all respondents (6,379) 
     

 
 

  

36%

26%

11%

9%

7%

7%

6%

4%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

2%

1%

Keep providing unstunned halal meat

No Halal in UK schools/the UK - ban it

Regardless of religion all animals should be stunned before
slaughter according to UK law

A choice should be given - let schools/parents have their
own informed choice

Cut out the meat option or increase the vegetarian/vegan
options available

Have a contract/buy from  a local butchers/and suppliers
that HMC certified

Take own food/packed lunches - more support for families
bring packed lunches

Halal meat should only be given to muslim children -
import it and charge it to them

No cross contamination - keep it separate and all halal
meat should be clearly labelled

LMC to consult with muslim community and take guidance
from religious leaders/HMC/Mosques

Nothing/Don't know

Educate people as to what halal meat actually is

Stricter regulations and a better governing body to
oversee the process

A blessing/prayer is all that is required over the meat

A survey should be provided for schools - should be an
open and transparent consultation with all the facts

Other comment
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Finally, respondents were asked if there was anything else they wanted to tell us.   
 

The most common responses to this question were, why change things and keep 
opening this issue (32%) and all animals must be stunned and animal welfare 
should come before religion (18%). 
 

 
Chart 5 -  Is there anything else you would like to tell us? 

 
Base: all respondents (4,850) 
     

  

32%

18%

13%

12%

11%
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7%
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2%

Why change things and why keep opening this issue

All animals must be stunned and animal welfare should
come before religion

Stop giving preference to one minority religion ie Islam (we
are a majority Christian country)

Nothing more

Other comment

It is very important for the Muslim community that you keep
providing non stunned halal-HMC certified

All halal goods should be banned in the UK

Everyone deserves to be listened to and heard - should have
an option - freedom of choice/religion

Halal meat should not be allowed in our schools - education
should be secular

Be brave and make a stand - lead by example and set a
precedence

Halal meat should not be fed to non-Muslims - it is an
offence

I am disgusted you are asking this - this council is a
disgrace/unprofessional and should not be in charge

Non stunned halal meat is healthier/hygienic and helps with
a varied diet for the kids

People/parents should be informed so can make their own
informed decisions

Going down a very dangerous road with this  - could lead to
unease/resentment/further division

Stop targeting the Muslim faith/community - no more
islamophobia

Please sort this issue out asap and make the right decision
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5. Other responses to the consultation 
 

In total, we received 47 other responses to the consultation – 10 letters and 37 
emails. The majority were from members of the public (44). Nearly all these 
responses from members of the public supported the proposal. Only one 
respondent opposed the proposal.  
 
We also received three responses from organisations, a response from the 
Board of Deputies of British Jews, a response from Lancashire Council of 
Mosques and a response from the National Secular Society. The responses from 
the Board of Deputies of British Jews and Lancashire Council of Mosques 
opposed the proposal and the response from the National Secular Society 
supported the proposal. 
 
All these responses can be found in full in Appendix 2.  
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Appendix 1: Demographic Breakdown 
 
 

Table 1 -  Are you responding to this proposal as…? 

  % No. 

A Lancashire resident 53% 4,076 

A parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil  33% 2,497 

Other  22% 1,657 

A member of a voluntary, community or faith organisation 6% 467 

A pupil at a Lancashire school 5% 353 

A local business owner 4% 296 

An employee of Lancashire County Council 3% 196 

A member of staff at a Lancashire school 2% 187 

A representative of a voluntary, community or faith 
organisation 

2% 
159 

A school governor at a Lancashire school 1% 97 

A representative of a private sector company/organisation 1% 87 

An elected member of a Lancashire district council 0% 26 

An elected member of a parish or town council in 
Lancashire 

0% 
18 

An elected member of Lancashire County Council 0% 16 

Total   7,660 

 
 

Table 2 -  Are you...? 

  % No. 

Female 44% 2,323 

Male 49% 2,614 

Prefer not to say 7% 353 

Total   5,290 
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Table 3 -  What was your age on your last birthday? 

  % No. 

Under 16 3% 145 

16-19 2% 132 

20-34 20% 1,074 

35-64 56% 2,985 

65-74 9% 496 

75+ 1% 71 

Prefer not to say 8% 415 

Total   5,318 

 
 

Table 4 -  Which best describes your ethnic background? 

  % No. 

White 43% 2,287 

Asian or Asian British 34% 1,806 

Black or Black British 1% 33 

Mixed 2% 113 

Other 2% 114 

Prefer not to say 18% 954 

Total   5,307 

 

 
Table 5 -  What is your religion? 

  % No. 

Muslim 45% 2,707 

Christian 24% 1,448 

No religion 17% 1,010 

Buddhist <1% 21 

Jewish <1% 15 

Sikh <1% 13 

Hindu <1% 8 

Any other religion 1% 49 

Prefer not to say 12% 744 

Total   6,015 
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Table 6 -  Are there any children or young people in your household aged under 
20? 

  % No. 

No, but expecting  3% 149 

Yes, aged under 5  19% 1,032 

Yes, aged 5-8  22% 1,188 

Yes, aged 9-11 20% 1,056 

Yes, aged 12-16 22% 1,157 

Yes, aged 17-19 11% 566 

No children aged under 20 24% 1,270 

Prefer not to say 16% 846 

Total   5,305 
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Appendix 2: Other responses to the proposal 
These responses are presented in the order they were received 

Response 1  
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Response 2  
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Response 3  
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Response 4 
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Response 5 
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Response 6 
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Response 7 
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Response 8 
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Response 9 

 
You get my backing on the subject of banning Hala Meat. This is a disgusting 
practice and should be banned for the sake of animal welfare. 
 

Response 10 

I support your campaign to ban all non-stunned halal meat to schools. The law states 

that non-stunned halal meat is not allowed to be served to people unknowingly. 

Furthermore, the law states that non-stunned halal meat should not be given to non-

Muslim children and adults. I want the law uphelded.  

The law should protect the welfare of all animals (including chickens) and protect 

children and adults from being served non-stunned halal meat. It is well-known that 

animals that are slaughtered without being stunned first can suffer a prolonged and 

cruel death that is contrary to the protection of animal rights and welfare in the UK. 

Response 11 

I’m in favour supplying animals slaughtered by full captive bolt for school meals. 
Unstunned and recoverable stunned slaughter  has been deemed cruel by vets and 
other associations. We have fought long and hard in the UK for the least stressful 
method of slaughter to see the results being undermined. Sikhs and some other 
religions are not allowed to eat ritually slaughtered meat and their rights must be 
considered. 
 

Response 12 

I think it's wrong that British children are forced to eat non stun Halal meat 

unknowingly, and if we can prevent this from happening in our schools and 

businesses, you get my backing. 

 

Response 13 

I was most disturbed to hear of your reversal of a decision to now allow halal meat to 
be served in our schools . I do not agree with the inhuman slaughter methods used 
in the preparation of halal meat and also having my granddaughter's right to eat non 
halal meat taken away . 
Concerned Lancashire resident !  
 

Response 14 

I would like to protest against halhal meat being served in our schools. I do not agree 

with the slaughter of animals in this way and if it goes ahead I will be sending my 

daughter to school with a packed lunch. Unless of course non halal is also available.  
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Response 15 

I am against cruel methods of animal slaughter and therefore fully support your 

campaign to ban non stunned halal meat from schools. 

Response 16 

I am writing to you to express my concern about Halal meat being served in our 
schools. I am astonished that this has been allowed to happen. This meat is being 
fed to children who do not know the nature of the slaughter. It is unfair to force this 
on children by stealth. 
 
The Government says in it's own legislation that Non stun Halal is not allowed to be 
served to people unknowingly or who are not Muslim. 
 
Britain has a high standard of animal welfare. Non stunned  is cruel and unnecessary 
and that's if the slaughter goes well. In many instances because the animal puts up 
resistance it is a laborious death. 
 
I am an animal lover and I find this completely unacceptable. 
 
Please try your hardest to get this meat removed from our schools. It upsets me that 
my beautiful nieces are being forced to eat this meat. I know that they would be very 
distressed if they were told about the cruel method of the slaughter. 
 

Response 17 

I am utterly appalled that non stun Halal meat is being served to children in schools, 
who do not follow the Muslim or Jewish faith and are totally oblivious to the fact that 
the poor animal they are eating, had to die in such an abhorrent way. 
I understand that Muslim and Jewish people eat non stun Halal meat, because of 
their religious beliefs. However, they have lived in European countries for years and 
have always managed to source meat which has been slaughtered in accordance 
with their religious beliefs. So why are we suddenly having to purchase meat, that 
has not been pre-stunned?  
At the very least, the meat should be labelled as Halal, so that schools, or the 
general public can make an informed choice as to what they are buying. 
Animals are sentient beings who feel pain, emotion and grief the same as we do and 
I for one, want to be able to choose meat that has been pre-stunned.  
 

Response 18 

I am a slaughterman who works in stunned slaughter and will happily sign any paper 

to have non halal meat in our schools or even our country. Halal slaughter is barbaric 

and should have no place in Any sort of civilised society 
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Response 19 

I support your campaign to ban all non-stunned halal meat to schools. The law states 
that non-stunned halal meat is not allowed to be served to people unknowingly. 
Furthermore, the law states that non-stunned halal meat should not be given to non-
Muslim children and adults. I want the law uphelded.  
The law should protect the welfare of all animals (including chickens) and protect 
children and adults from being served non-stunned halal meat. It is well-known that 
animals that are slaughtered without being stunned first can suffer a prolonged and 
cruel death that is contrary to the protection of animal rights and welfare in the UK. 
 

Response 20 

Good luck with your fight. Go for it.   

 

Response 21 

Further to my last e-mail I wholeheartedly support the ban on non-stunned halal 

meat being served in Lancashire schools because: 

 The Government says in its own legislation that Non stun Halal is not allowed 

to be served to people unknowingly or who are not Muslim 

 it completely violates the UK's animal welfare standards 

 it causes totally unnecessary suffering to the millions of animals killed this way 

 People who do not follow a religion that insists on this slaughter should not be 

forced to accept it 

 If you told the (non-muslim) children how the meat on their plate has been 

killed they would stop eating it  

 Halal meats are available pre stunned and supplied to supermarkets and 

other caterers - and this is perfectly acceptable under Islamic 'law.  The 

Muslims for the sake of animal welfare should use this compromise. 

 If the council of mosques or Muslims are concerned then they must make 

alternative arrangements 

 In very many European Countries they refuse to serve halal meat to anyone 

who is not muslim and halal in the food chain is very tightly controlled. 

 I have forwarded this to over 3000 followers on Facebook for them to use as 

they see fit. 

Please forward this to every councillor in Lancashire County Council on my behalf.  

Response 22 

I wish to show my support for CC Driver as I strongly uphold the view that we have 

the right to know,and choose,what we eat according to animal welfare laws which we 

fought very hard for years to get. 

http://www.incredimail.com/app/?tag=emoticon_click_me_im2_re&lang=9&version=6605328&setup_id=2&aff_id=1&addon=IncrediMail&upn=6061F165-D3C3-44CE-8A05-8D5B35EBFAEB&app_test_id=0&id=95202&guid=108FF06D-1633-4449-B034-854D099C502B
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I keep Shetland Sheep as pets and It would be a revelation to people who think they 

are just dumb animals if they could see them interact with me and their fellow flock 

members.They are with out a doubt SENTIENT beings and deserve as peaceful a 

death as possible with full non recoverable stun-it is  deceiving  people when it is 

said halal ritual slaughter DOES (sometimes) involve stunning because it is NOT full 

captive bolt etc stunning- this recoverable stun can be far worse as they can and do 

regain consciousness. 

I would wish to see a total ban on all ritual slaughter-it is barbaric and has NO 

PLACE in the 21c. 

Ritual slaughter belongs  in the history books -and it is wrong that an ideology takes 

precedent over animals rights and cruelty.It makes me feel ill and definately affects 

my well being and as there is no labelling etc I cannot bear the thought of eating this 

meat unwittingly so do not buy ANY now.Other countries HAVE banned ritual 

slaughter-there are some things that must not be given as rights if they are morally 

wrong  just to appease an outdated ideology. 

 

Muslims CAN and do eat what we eat-it says in Koran 'eat what is put before 

you.....'they can say bismala if they care to like we say 'for what we are about to 

receive etc...my muslim friends do not eat halal certified meat or products and say it 

is actually AGAINST the teaching in Koran --and just a huge money making business 

that gets used for money laundering and jihad and funds extremist groups-and all 

non muslims are paying the tax unwittingly that goes only to muslim causes to 

furtherance of islamification-there is much more to this halal certification than we are 

told ----It is the extremist elements in this ideology are demanding rights for sinister 

purposes-this is from muslim friends who are as concerned about the whole thing as 

we are.They are vegetarian. 

It really is an OUTRAGE to a country who hold animal welfare as a top priority.  

I believe there is a consultation questionaire ?-Please could I have a copy? 

Thank you-I simply was going to ask for this but got carried away-I,and many 

hundreds of thousands like me feel SO strongly on this and feel OUR rights -the 

majority, and OUR customs and culture and ideology,are being totally ignored..and 

we do not know what we are eating -have no choice. 

 

Response 23 

Firstly for meat to be halal the animal must be fully awake as it is being slaughtered 

plus a "prayer" is said by 

slaughterman.                                                                                         If the animal is 

stunned in any way before slaughter the meat is not halal. 

Muslims have a saying "the more an animal suffers before death - the sweeter the 

meat." I have travelled extensively in the middle east and the torture and cruel 
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treatment these animals suffer is horrific. Believe me it also occurs in muslim places 

of slaughter in the Uk. 

Denmark is the only European nation to completely ban halal slaughter. 

Uk vets and Rspca have long condemmed this practice but nothing is done as the 

establishment do not want to upset the muslims. Disgraceful. 

Australia exports live animals to the middle east and Indonesia. Last year a party of 

vets went to Indonesia and covertly filmed at a slaughtter house. They reported 

animals having metal poles thrust into their eyes- legs tied and men pulling animal in 

opposite directions until it's legs snapped- kicked and punched before slitting it's 

throat. The creature then hoisted up on a rack to slowly bleed to death. This is a 

barbaric way to treat animals. In order that brainwashed muslims can supposedly 

keep to the word of their so called god. 

As a result australia banned export of live animals. The real problem in this nation 

and western nations in general  is that halal meat is creeping into supermarkets- fast 

food shops- and we are unaware we are being given it.   Some schools in uk only 

serve halal meat sometimes when muslims in the school are less that 20%.     One 

final FACT- due to certification that meat is halal a payment is made to muslim 

bodies for such certification - in case you are unaware part of that moneyy is diverted 

to islamic terror groups to fund their war against the west. Australian counter terror 

police discovered this and it is world wide. 

So finally- the answer is only serve meat which is slaughtered in a british slaughter 

house and not halal. If these people want it the answer is simple- go live in a muslim 

country. 

Off course the way things are going it might be uk next. French schools only served 

one type of meat and its not halal! 

Reading your report document it comments on practice of the animals not being able 

to see another animal being slaughtered and a sharp knife being used and sarpened 

for each animal- all rubbish. Recently in Bradford a muslim slaughter house lost its 

licence- filthy premises- animals all crowed in so that they all saw what was 

happening and the knife used was so blunt it was used to hack at the animals 

throat.   If you have any feelings for animals - ban this meat in your schools and 

workplace 

 

Response 24 

Why, when there is no earthly reason, is un-stunned meat being given in our 
schools. I always understood a prayer was all that was needed to make it conform to 
Halal requirements. 
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Response 25 

I think it is totally wrong British children are forced to eat non stun Halal meat 

unknowingly. 

 

Response 26 

I am ashamed and disgusted that halal slaughtered meat is being dished out to our 

children in Lancashire and probably everywhere else in England. 

Halal slaughter is not the British way, is barbaric and abhorrent. 

We all know now that certain abattoirs overproduce and sell halal slaughtered meat 

as haram. That too is unacceptable.  

Please work to get this vile practice stopped. 

 

Response 27 

I support your campaign to ban all non-stunned halal meat to schools. The law states 

that non-stunned halal meat is not allowed to be served to people unknowingly. 

Furthermore, the law states that non-stunned halal meat should not be given to non-

Muslim children and adults. I want the law uphelded.  

The law should protect the welfare of all animals (including chickens) and protect 

children and adults from being served non-stunned halal meat. It is well-known that 

animals that are slaughtered without being stunned first can suffer a prolonged and 

cruel death that is contrary to the protection of animal rights and welfare in the UK. 

 

Response 28 

I wish to repeat my grave concerns, for the possibility of a return to the practice of 

none stunning of animals being slaughtered. 

It is the law in this country that animals should be treated in a proper manner when 

being killed for food. People from other countries have different customs, I have to 

accept that, as much as I might not agree with them.   

I feel it is totally unacceptable, that these people think they have a right to continue a 

practice, that is not compatible with the laws of this country or with the majority of 

people in this country. 

 

I don't think the fight to continue your good work will be easy, but I wish you all the 

best in your efforts to do what is right and for the animals. 
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Response 29 

I would stun the animals before slaughtering. We have a minority population in the 

U.K which has a religious stance for Halal meat. 

We should care for the animals when they grow up, we have the highest standards 

of care in farming. I strongly disagree that we have un-stunned animals before 

slaughter. We should care for them when we slaughter the animal. 

We manage in the UK for the small percentage in the population. 

We should show some respect when they get slaughtered.  

The throat is cut, blood loss takes perhaps 1 minute, have you looked on you 

tube,  its appalling. 

I think we should do a tv program in reference to animals being slaughtered by Halal. 

I strongly disagree without animals being un-stunned.  

I will get some votes and get it discussed in Parliament.  

 

Response 30 

I wish to add my concern and to say that I am disgusted with  how animals are killed 
for the food chain in order to create Halal meat.  The welfare of the animals should 
always come first and their death should be brought about in the most caring and 
humane way possible. Killing terrified animals in front of each other and allowing 
them to bleed to death slowly is Inhumane.  The thought of this practice taking place 
in order to feed our children is abhorrent to me and not a part of our cultural heritage 
as animal lovers.  
 

Response 31 

All animals should be stunned prior to slaughter  

 

Response 32 

Our schools should not be serving non stunned Halal meat at all. This cruel and 
barbaric way of slaughtering should be outlawed. 
 
Non muslims have a right not to be fed this meat it is morally reprehensible that you 
are only providing Halal. 
 
Shame on you. 
 

Response 33 
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It is wrong that British children are forced to eat non-stun Halal meat unknowingly. 

Response 34 

It took decades of campaigning to get legislation to have animals slaughtered 

humanely. As the duly elected representatives, the electorate assumes you act 

ethically on their behalf and by supplying meat from barbarically slaughtered cattle to 

children who are not aware of how these animals are treated you have breached that 

trust. I, in some ways I feel sorry for you, you are being threatened with a lawsuit if 

you stop supplying non-stun meat and quite possibly a lawsuit if you continue to 

supply it illegally.  

I understand a statement to the effect there was no demand for stunned meat. The 

only reason is that the supply of non-stun meat was a deal done in the secret. In 

secret as I suspect you know there would be an outcry if it was made public. I would 

challenge you to put the question on your website and judge from the result how 

strongly the public feels about this underhand decision.  

 

Response 35 

Killing of animals for human consumption without first stunning animals is barbaric! 

Also, it is against the law in the United Kingdom. Parliament has forbidden the use of 

Halal meat in restaurants within the Houses of Parliament. 

Ideological reasons by some ethnic groups should not be allowed to supplant the law 

of the land, and if such ideologues are not content to accept the law, they are free to 

leave. There are more than fifty countries in the World who share and practise their 

ideological beliefs. 

 

Response 36 

Muslims can have stunned Halal they have a totally acceptable choice, there is no 

need for unnecessary suffering in the name of any religion.   

I think it's wrong that British children are forced to eat non stun Halal meat 

unknowingly.  please stop serving halal school dinners this is totally unacceptable in a 

Christian country! 

 

Response 37 

I am just emailing to raise my concerns that Halal meat is still being used in our local 

schools. I am not at all happy that my daughter is being given this meat on a daily 

basis and ask if there is any possibility of the Lancashire County Council getting 

halal meat banned for once and all. If muslim's aren't happy with this then I suggest 

that they send their children in with packed lunches. It outrages me that we have to 

go by their law and beliefs in this country. 
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I could say a lot more but think I will leave it there for now. 

Please Lancashire County Council don't back down for them! 

 

Response 38 

I write to urge you to continue with the fight to ban halal meat in Lancashire schools. 
 
I cannot believe that any right thinking person would want to eat anything that has 
died a fearful and painful death because of some mediaeval ideology masquerading 
as a religion! 
 
Animals are sentient beings, they have a brain and nervous system and feel fear and 
pain the same as we do.  
 
Where does the RSPCA stand on this issue, they surely have guidelines as to the 
slaughter of animals? 
 
I’ve seen an animal killed the halal way, and it’s not something I ever want to see 
again. The beast took around 6 minutes to die, making the most pitiful noise I’ve ever 
heard and writhing on the ground! Barbaric is an understatement. 
 
Personally, I don’t understand why this practice is allowed anywhere in the UK. 
 
We, as a nation of animal lovers, really must stand together on this matter. 
 
Why oh why are we always trying to appease the minorities? I’m sure other 
European countries don’t. 
 
If muslims don’t like the idea of non halal meat, then surely a vegetarian option could 
be considered or why not suggest a packed lunch?  
 
Response 39 

First of all " thank you" for trying to ban non stunned halal meat in schools! I was so 
Pleased to hear this news-and saddened that it's now back on the menu!! 
Torturing animals to death in the name of a mediaeval religion is barbaric and must 
cease! 
Animals are sentient beings with a brain and a nervous system-which means they 
feel Fear and pain just like we do-just because they can't speak -we must speak up 
for them!! 
Saying there's no demand for non halal meat is simply not true!!! 
Please continue to speak up for animals and the majority of citizens who do not 
agree with halal slaughter! 
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Response 40 

I am writing to express my great concern about non stun halal slaughter of animals 
and that meat being given to school children. 
 
There is absolutely NO reason to do this when animals can be stunned prior to 
slaughter for those who are carnivores.  I have seen graphic videos of what happens 
in slaughterhouses that are non stun. It is disgusting how animals in this country are 
being allowed to be killed in this inhumane way - the maltreatment and fear that 
animals witness when other animals before them are having their throats slashed is 
truly sickening and gratuitous.   
 
We should be thinking of the welfare of these animals as a priority not a minority's 
cultural needs.  This is England. 
 

Response 41 

I have been reliably informed that you have capitulated to the Muslim minority to 

allow Halal meat, and by inference all our non Muslim children  weather they like it or 

not will be forced to eat this Barbaric slaughtered meat.You are all weak and have 

given in to these bully boys, women don't come in to the equation as they have no 

voice within the Muslim house.You should have stood firm and said no, and if these 

Muslims do no like to abide the laws of our stunning and slaughtering, they should 

leave our country. I have very strong views on this 

 

Response 42 

Whilst I understand things may be difficult it should be a choice. 

No one should be exposed to anything that could be offensive or cruel. 

In this case the non stun of animals should be totally banned from this country 

altogether, it’s a vile practice and means we've gone backwards with the way we 

deal with things. 

No one I repeat no one should have to have halal forced upon them without knowing. 

You are I’m sure within your rights to ban this. 

 

Response 43 

Question 1 of the consultation is misleading. It says you are considering whether to 
serve stunned or unstunned halal meat and then asks if I object to serving stunned 
halal meat. If I say I object, I'm potentially saying I approve of unstunned halal meat. 
It's a badly worded question that will sway the vote outcome toward unstunned halal 
meat, but I think you knew this when the consulting questionnaire was being drafted.  
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And just for the record in a civilised society that have law protecting animals we 
shouldn't be serving any kind of meat that has been slaughtered were the animal has 
had its throat slit and bleed to death. 
 

Response 44 

People, schools should not be given halal meat. This is a Christian Country and we 
have a right to choose what we are served. Halal meat means animals slaughtered 
in a brutal way and I and my family do not want to eat this meat without being 
informed. 
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Response 45 
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Response 46 
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Response 47 
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