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1.Executive summary

Lancashire County Council's current policy is to provide both stunned and un-
stunned halal meat to schools. We currently supply around twenty-seven
Lancashire schools, where the governing body has the option to provide either
stunned or un-stunned halal in their school meals. Un-stunned halal is provided in
the provision of school meals for some of the 12,000 children in those schools.
There is currently no demand for stunned halal meat from any school in
Lancashire.

The consultation sought to understand people's views on the proposal to provide
only stunned halal meat to schools. It asked respondents if they agree or disagree
with the proposal and why, what impact they think the proposal will have and if
they think anything regarding the proposal could be done differently.

This report summarises the response to the consultation concerning Lancashire
County Council's policy on the supply of halal meat to schools.

For the consultation, online questionnaires could be accessed from
www.lancashire.gov.uk.

The fieldwork ran for four weeks from 7 February 2018 until 7 March 2018. In
total, 8,545 questionnaire responses were received.

1.1 Key findings
1.1.1 Demographic information

e Over half of respondents (53%) said that they were responding to the
consultation as a Lancashire resident.

e A third of respondents (33%) said that they were responding to the
consultation as a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil.

e Over two-fifths of respondents (45%) said they are Muslim, about a quarter
of respondents (24%) said they are Christian and about one in six
respondents (17%) said that they have no religion.

e Three-fifths of respondents (60%) said that they have children in their
household.

1.1.2 Views on the proposal

¢ About two-thirds of respondents (65%) strongly disagree with the proposal
and a third of respondents (33%) strongly agree with the proposal.

¢ Nine-tenths of Muslim respondents (90%) said that they disagree with the
proposal.

e Of those respondents who strongly disagree with the proposal over two-
fifths (44%) said that they are Muslim. Nearly two-fifths (38%) of
respondents who strongly disagree with the proposal didn't answer the
guestion about their religion or answered 'prefer not to say'.
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e The most common reasons given for agreeing or disagreeing with the
proposal were because of animal welfare reasons (40%) and because
stunned slaughter is not halal (39%).

e Of the respondents who agree with the proposal and who stated their
reasons why, over three-quarters (77%) said that they agree with the
proposal for animal welfare reasons.

e The respondents who disagree with the proposal and who stated their
reasons why can broadly be divided into two groups. One group can
broadly be categorised as disagreeing with the proposal because they
support un-stunned halal being supplied to schools in Lancashire (70%).
The other group of respondents can broadly be categorised as disagreeing
with the proposal because they don't think any halal meat should be
supplied to schools in Lancashire (30%).

e When asked about the impact of the proposal the most common responses
were children will stop eating meat in school (27%), adverse effect on our
health/diet (20%), would lose confidence/trust in the system (20%), it will
remove our choice (18%) and feel better knowing the animal hasn't
suffered and was slaughtered according to British animal welfare standards
(18%).

e Muslim respondents who are a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil
most commonly said that the impact of the proposal on them would be that
their children would stop eating meat at school (37%) and it would be
inconvenient and more expensive (32%).
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2.Introduction

Lancashire County Council's current policy is to provide both stunned and un-
stunned halal meat to schools. We currently supply around twenty-seven
Lancashire schools, where the governing body has the option to provide either
stunned or un-stunned halal in their school meals. Un-stunned halal is provided in
the provision of school meals for some of the 12,000 children in those schools.
There is currently no demand for stunned halal meat from any school in
Lancashire.

The consultation sought to understand people's views on the proposal to provide
only stunned halal meat to schools. It asked respondents if they agree or disagree
with the proposal and why, what impact they think the proposal will have and if they
think anything regarding the proposal could be done differently.

3.Methodology

This report summarises the response to the consultation concerning Lancashire
County Council's policy on the supply of halal meat to schools.

3.1 Fieldwork period and respondent numbers

The fieldwork ran for four weeks from 7 February 2018 until 7 March 2018 and the
online consultation questionnaire could be accessed from
www.lancashire.gov.uk/haveyoursay.

In total, 8,545 questionnaire responses were received; 7,840 online and 705 paper
copies.

We received 47 other responses to the consultation — 10 letters and 37 emails. The
majority were from members of the public (44). Three responses were also
received from organisations, a response from the Board of Deputies of British
Jews, a response from Lancashire Council of Mosques and a response from the
National Secular Society.
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3.2 Analysis of open questions

The questionnaire asked four open questions

e Why do you say this? (as a follow up question to, ‘how strongly do you agree
or disagree with the proposal to provide only stunned halal meat to schools?")

e What impact would this proposal have on you?

e What, if anything, do you think could be done differently in providing halal
meat to schools?

e |s there anything else you would like to tell us?

Responses to the open questions have been classified against a coding frame to
quantify the qualitative data. This coded and quantified data is presented in this
report.

Coding is the process of combining the issues, themes and ideas in qualitative
open responses into a set of codes. The codes are given meaningful names that
relate to the issue, so that during close reading of responses it can be seen when
similar issues relate to a similar code. As the analysis process continues the coding
frame is added to and refined as new issues are raised by respondents. All
responses to open questions are then coded against the coding frame, and can be
subsequently analysed as quantitative data.

22,320 written responses were received across the consultation questionnaire's
four open questions.

An external research company with coding experience completed this part of the
data processing. The company was

Feedback Market ResearchLtd
Fieldhouse Farm

Main St

Sigglesthorne

Hull

HU11 5QA

3.3 Responses using the Lancashire Council of Mosques
template

In addition to submitting a response to the consultation as an organisation,
Lancashire Council of Mosques (LCM) promoted the consultation and encouraged
local people to respond.

LCM promoted the consultation on http://www.lancashiremosques.com where a
template was provided suggesting how people could respond to the consultation
guestions. We received about 1,300 online responses from people who chose to
follow this template. It is difficult to put an exact figure on the number of
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respondents who chose to respond in the way suggested by LCM, as although
many respondents exactly copied the wording, many other respondents chose to
phrase their comments in a slightly different way and/or include their own additional
points.

We also received 705 paper copies of the consultation questionnaire from LCM.
These paper copies had the LCM template responses pre-printed on them.
Respondents signed or printed their name on their form to indicate this was how
they wished to respond to the consultation. These printed questionnaires did not
include the online questionnaire's ‘about you' demographic questions.

The template suggested by LCM was as follows:

How strongly do you agree or disagree with the proposal to
provide only stunned halal meat to schools?

Answer: Strongly disagree
Why do you say this?

Answer: Stunned meat is against the teachings of my faith. And it
is also unhealthy.

What impact would this have on you?

Answer: We will stop eating meat
It will make me lose confidence in the system
It will have an adverse effect on my health and removes
my choice

What, if anything, do you think could be done differently in
providing halal meat to school?

Answer: Keep providing the unstunned meat.
Is there anything else you would like to tell us?
Answer: Why do you keep opening this issue.
The responses from respondents who chose to respond in the way suggested by

LCM have been analysed and presented in this report in the same way as all other
consultation responses.
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3.4 Limitations

The findings presented in this report are not representative of the views of the
population of Lancashire and should only be taken to represent the views of people
who were made aware of the consultation, and who had the opportunity and felt
compelled to respond.

In charts or tables where responses do not add up to 100%, this is due to multiple
responses or computer rounding.

The 705 paper copies of the consultation questionnaire submitted by Lancashire
Council of Mosques didn't include responses to the questions in 'about you' section
of consultation questionnaire. In the analysis included in this report it has been
assumed that these 705 respondents were Muslim.
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4.Main consultation findings
4.1 Demographic information

A full breakdown of the response to the questions asked in the 'about you' section
of the consultation questionnaire is presented in appendix 1. However, a brief
summary of the key information is described below.

Respondents were asked if they were responding to the consultation as a
Lancashire resident and/or in any other capacity. For example, a parent/carer of a
Lancashire pupil. Over half of respondents (53%) responded to the consultation
as a Lancashire resident. A third of respondents (33%) responded to the
consultation as a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil.

Nearly half of respondents (49%) said they are male and over two-fifths (44%)
said they are female.

Nearly three-fifths of respondents (56%) said that they are aged 35-64 and a fifth
of respondents (20%) said that they are aged 20-34.

Over two-fifths of respondents (45%) said they are Muslim, about a quarter of
respondents (24%) said they are Christian and about one in six respondents
(17%) said that they have no religion.

Three-fifths of respondents (60%) said that they have children in their household.
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4.2 Agreeing or disagreeing with the proposal

First, respondents were presented with the following statement...

"The county council is considering its current policy for the supply of halal meat to
schools. The council currently provides both stunned and un-stunned halal meat
in a small number of schools, providing this service for school meals where there
is the demand for it. The county council is considering the proposal to provide only
stunned halal meat to schools."

Respondents were then asked how strongly they agree or disagree with the
proposal to provide only stunned halal meat to schools. About two-thirds of
respondents (65%) strongly disagree with the proposal and a third of respondents
(33%) strongly agree with the proposal.

Chart 1 - How strongly do you agree or disagree with the proposal to
provide only stunned halal meat to schools?

1% <1%

<1%

33% “‘ 65%

1%
M Strongly agree
OTend to agree
O Neither agree nor disagree
OTend to disagree
@ Strongly disagree

O Unsure/don't know

Base: all respondents (8,499)

Nine-tenths of Muslim respondents (90%) said that they disagree with the
proposal.

Of those respondents who strongly disagree with the proposal over two-fifths
(44%) said that they are Muslim. Nearly two-fifths (38%) of respondents who
strongly disagree with the proposal didn't answer the question about their religion
or answered 'prefer not to say'.

0100
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Respondents were then asked why they agree or disagree with the proposal. Just
over four-fifths of respondents (83%) answered this follow up question.

The most common responses to this question was for animal welfare reasons
(40%) and because stunned slaughter is not halal (39%).
Chart 2 - Why do you say this?

Animal welfare reasons - unstunned slaughter is not humane 40%

Religious belief - stunned slaughter is not halal 39%

Halal is healthier (blood is fully drained) 20%
Cannot have different laws for different religious beliefs in

0,
this country 16%

Halal meat should not be used in schools - especially without 9%
prior knowledge ?

All halal meat should be banned/not served in UK 8%

All animals should be stunned before slaughter 8%

Freedom of choice/religion - not for the council to interfere - 6%

Muslim children should be offered unstunned halal meat in - sy
schools, so they are not deprived of warm meals ?

Other comment 5%

It's unlawful to feed unstunned halal meat to non-muslims . 3%

Unstunned slaughter is better (eg clean, more humane) . 3%

Halal meat can be stunned - individuals only need to say a . 3%
prayer before consumption to make it halal °

Not stunning before slaughter is against UK law . 3%

Members of other religions can't eat halal meat . 3%

Reduce the amount meat used in schools (eg offer more

. . 2%
vegetarian options)

Base: all respondents (7,069)

Of those respondents who agree with the proposal and who stated their reasons
why, over three-quarters (77%) said that they agree with the proposal for animal
welfare reasons.

The respondents who disagree with the proposal and who stated their reasons why
can broadly be divided into two groups. One group can broadly be categorised as
disagreeing with the proposal because they support un-stunned halal being
supplied to schools in Lancashire (70%). The other group of respondents can
broadly be categorised as disagreeing with the proposal because they don't think
any halal meat should be supplied to schools in Lancashire (30%).

11
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Respondents were then asked what impact this proposal would have on them.

The most common responses to this question were children will stop eating meat in
school (27%), adverse effect on our health/diet (20%), would lose confidence/trust
in the system (20%), it will remove our choice (18%) and feel better knowing the
animal hasn't suffered and was slaughtered according to British animal welfare
standards (18%).

Chart 3 - What impact would this proposal have on you?

Children will stop eating meat at school 27%

Adverse effect on our health/diet 20%

Would lose confidence/trust in the system 20%

It will remove our choices 19%

Feel better knowing the animal hasn't suffered and was

0,
slaughtered according to British animal welfare standards 18%

A huge impact on my kids/family 15%

Inconvenient and more expensive for me as my children 15%
would stop having school dinners ?
We would not eat halal meat-disagree with it/against our

beliefs

10%

Other comment 9%

It would mean its not halal so can't eat it as against my
religion

8%

As we are a majority Christian country with Christian

0,
values that we should stand up for 7%

Nothing 7%

It denies our basic democratic rights/choices/beliefs 6%

| feel it is a step towards a complete ban of halal meat - 3%

It would make me feel better and more happy/satisfied - 3%
that council are listening ?

It will enable my children to eat school meals with a happy 0
conscience - 3%
It would make muslim children feel left out and

0,
discriminated against 2%

It disgusts/offends me 2%
It would give me peace of mind . 2%

Base: all respondents (6,686)
Muslim respondents who are a parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil most
commonly said that the impact of the proposal on them would be that their children

would stop eating meat at school (37%) and it would be inconvenient and more
expensive (32%).

0120
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Respondents were then asked what, if anything, they thought could be done
differently in providing halal meat to schools.

The most common responses to this question were keep providing un-stunned
halal meat (36%) and no-halal in UK schools/the UK (26%).

Chart 4 - What, if anything, do you think could be done differently
in providing halal meat to schools?

36%

Keep providing unstunned halal meat

26%

No Halal in UK schools/the UK - ban it

Regardless of religion all animals should be stunned before
slaughter according to UK law

A choice should be given - let schools/parents have their - 9%
own informed choice ?

Cut out the meat option or increase the vegetarian/vegan - 7%
options available °

Have a contract/buy from a local butchers/and suppliers
that HMC certified

Take own food/packed lunches - more support for families
. I -
bring packed lunches

Halal meat should only be given to muslim children - - 4%
import it and charge it to them ?

No cross contamination - keep it separate and all halal . 2%
meat should be clearly labelled °

LMC to consult with muslim community and take guidance l 2%
from religious leaders/HMC/Mosques °

Nothing/Don't know

|
N
X

Educate people as to what halal meat actually is I 2%

Stricter regulations and a better governing body to I 2%
oversee the process ’

A blessing/prayer is all that is required over the meat I 2%

A survey should be provided for schools - should be an

0,
open and transparent consultation with all the facts 2%

Other comment I 1%

Base: all respondents (6,379)

0130
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Finally, respondents were asked if there was anything else they wanted to tell us.
The most common responses to this question were, why change things and keep

opening this issue (32%) and all animals must be stunned and animal welfare
should come before religion (18%).

Chart 5 - Is there anything else you would like to tell us?

Why change things and why keep opening this issue 32%
All animals must be stunned and animal welfare should

- 18%
come before religion

Stop giving preference to one minority religion ie Islam (we
are a majority Christian country)

13%
Nothing more 12%

Other comment 11%

It is very important for the Muslim community that you keep - 8%
providing non stunned halal-HMC certified ?
All halal goods should be banned in the UK - 7%
Everyone deserves to be listened to and heard - should have
an option - freedom of choice/religion

Halal meat should not be allowed in our schools - education
-~
should be secular

Be brave and make a stand - lead by example and set a - 4%
precedence °

Halal meat should not be fed to non-Muslims - it is an
offence

3%
| am disgusted you are asking this - this council is a - 3%
disgrace/unprofessional and should not be in charge ?

Non stunned halal meat is healthier/hygienic and helps with . 3%
a varied diet for the kids ?

People/parents should be informed so can make their own . 3%
informed decisions ’

Going down a very dangerous road with this - could lead to
2o [l 2%
unease/resentment/further division

Stop targeting the Muslim faith/community - no more
islamophobia

2%

Please sort this issue out asap and make the right decision . 2%

Base: all respondents (4,850)

14
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5.0ther responses to the consultation

In total, we received 47 other responses to the consultation — 10 letters and 37
emails. The majority were from members of the public (44). Nearly all these
responses from members of the public supported the proposal. Only one
respondent opposed the proposal.

We also received three responses from organisations, a response from the
Board of Deputies of British Jews, a response from Lancashire Council of
Mosques and a response from the National Secular Society. The responses from
the Board of Deputies of British Jews and Lancashire Council of Mosques
opposed the proposal and the response from the National Secular Society
supported the proposal.

All these responses can be found in full in Appendix 2.

e 15 .



Lancashire County Council's policy on the supply of halal meat to schools —

consultation report 2018

Appendix 1. Demographic Breakdown

Table 1 - Are you responding to this proposal as...?

% No.
A Lancashire resident 53% 4,076
A parent/carer of a Lancashire school pupil 33% 2,497
Other 22% 1,657
A member of a voluntary, community or faith organisation 6% 467
A pupil at a Lancashire school 5% 353
A local business owner 4% 296
An employee of Lancashire County Council 3% 196
A member of staff at a Lancashire school 2% 187
A representative of a voluntary, community or faith 2%
organisation 159
A school governor at a Lancashire school 1% 97
A representative of a private sector company/organisation 1% 87
An elected member of a Lancashire district council 0% 26
An elected member of a parish or town council in 0%
Lancashire 18
An elected member of Lancashire County Council 0% 16
Total 7,660

Table 2- Areyou...?

% No.

Female 44% 2,323
Male 49% 2,614
Prefer not to say 7% 353
Total 5,290

0160
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Table 3- What was your age on your last birthday?

% No.
Under 16 3% 145
16-19 2% 132
20-34 20% 1,074
35-64 56% 2,985
65-74 9% 496
75+ 1% 71
Prefer not to say 8% 415
Total 5,318

Table 4 - Which best describes your ethnic background?
% No.
White 43% 2,287
Asian or Asian British 34% 1,806
Black or Black British 1% 33
Mixed 2% 113
Other 2% 114
Prefer not to say 18% 954
Total 5,307

Table 5- What is your religion?

% No.
Muslim 45% 2,707
Christian 24% 1,448
No religion 17% 1,010
Buddhist <1% 21
Jewish <1% 15
Sikh <1% 13
Hindu <1% 8
Any other religion 1% 49
Prefer not to say 12% 744
Total 6,015

17




Lancashire County Council's policy on the supply of halal meat to schools —

consultation report 2018

Table 6 - Arethere any children or young people in your household aged under

20?
% No.
No, but expecting 3% 149
Yes, aged under 5 19% 1,032
Yes, aged 5-8 22% 1,188
Yes, aged 9-11 20% 1,056
Yes, aged 12-16 22% 1,157
Yes, aged 17-19 11% 566
No children aged under 20 24% 1,270
Prefer not to say 16% 846
Total 5,305

0180
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Appendix 2: Other responses to the proposal

These responses are presented in the order they were received

Response 1
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Response 2
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Response 3

PeaR CouncibieR DRER

MANY —TRANKS -T0 YouRELE AN ALL -THE OTeR
Coord®y CoudciLLoR® WHo \otews AGAINST -fAE

PRActice of BeRuide HALAL mMear Whicd Had Not
Beed PRe - STunded

How AarlMoNe CAd e n FAVOUR. OF 1oRTORIMG ANMALYR
1o DreTh FoR WHATENER ReASod Escales ME,

Mg VELFARE oF THE ANIMALS sHould BE e MAW
Concell AND T Wolfe ans RRAY At -fins Iecsied

Witk Not Be RedeRsed (A Tle FutuRe,

Wiet e DECision WAs TAKEL 1o AlLow ARIMALS
«o Bec TReEATED (A Sucw A CRUEL W&y No onE
WAS Colsulred AT &t -TiME Unlake Tae Coodal

Fok MOSQUES Whose oPinlods APPeAR To BE
ABOVE OTHERS .

VRS SincerelY
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Response 4
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Response 5

Veterinary Surgeon

ER Al

9" November, 2017

Geoffrey Driver Esq.,
Leader,

Lancashire County Council,
PO Box 78,

County Hall,

Fishergate,

PRESTON,

Lancs., PR1 8XJ.

Congratulations on your efforts to have halal meat banned in the county, or at least labelied os
such.

Most reasonable electors in Lancashire accept that it is a medieval practice and without any
apparent basis in science.

| am sure that you already had background information prior to your proposal, but | thought the
enclosed measured arficle from a respected veterinary joumnal might be useful in arguing your
case. The British Veterinary Association (BVA) is o non-confrontational organisation to which
most veterinary surgeons belong. Lord Trees, who was Sandy Trees in another life, is o well-
raspectad academic and Dean of the Faculty of Veterinary Medicine at the University of
Liverpool.

Moare power to your elbow and good luck.

S ¥R,

23
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Response 6

Lancashire County Council
PO Box 78 County Hall
Fishergate, Preston
Lancoshire

PR1 8XJ
2 Janvary 2018
Dear Clir Geoff Driver CBE,

Firstly, | wish 1o commend you and Lancoshire County Council in trying fo implement ofl schools in your
authority to serve meat from non-halsl suppliers. | is refreshing fo hear you are Irging 1o make a stand for
the vast mojority ogainst this cruel and unnecessary slaughter methad,

You have the overwhelming support of the British Public. My porents were not bom in the UK, however they
both whole heorily agree no enimal should die o peinful deoth based purely on ‘religicus’ belief as do 1.

Pleose keep up the momentum and do not allow some quarters [who do not speck for ‘us'] fo silence the
animals’ screams and general public’s compassionate voice.

Balow | have quoted some public opinions in response to this, source:
hip:/fwww.dailymail .co.uk/news/aricle-520807 5/Loncashire-mosques-legal-oction-ogoinst-council . halol-
ban. himl#ixz2525labdHb.

The number of green ‘best rated’ comments, show feeling on this subject maotter is very strong |over 7,783).
The words written speck for themselves in tarms of how the public feel obout Abdul Homid Quureshi's (CEO
of the Lancashire Council of Masques (LCM)) idictic end without merit stonce.

| have also written to the Sacratary of State for Environment, Food ond Rural Affoirs - Michoel Gove MP 1o
see whot he can do to help assist in this matter to ensure animels do not need to suffer this unnecessary ond
cruel sloughter, | enclose my letier writter 1o Mr Gove for your reference. As Mr Gave has soid in his own
words: ‘oll animals should be freated with the uimas! respect af oll slages of life subject to the highest
possibie weffore stondords’.

Newest ] Oldest Best rated ~ Worstrated i ‘
g, Viewall

The comments below have been moderated In advance.

| G| onticus Reading, Unged Kaingdom, 3 days ago

No need lo consult It's a berbaric stoneage practice thet hes no place in the modem world. It fles
n the face of our anli crugity legisiation. It they are that devoul then go toa mu S | | m country and
Stop trying to tum oul inte one

Clichtorase <> 7880 O 220
2 of 5 replies | See all replies:
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fﬁ‘\ mysieryb@mp The streets Unded Kingdam, 3
‘ Not as hurtful and negatve as the poor animais endure. Ban halal for the whole UK
FOBEBEE  chhiwoe ¢ e O 176
m sceplhic

The majority of the Bntish population do not agree with the siaughier of animals i the hale way,
Lhey and thair children should not be forced into eating il edher at school of in restaurants. The
same goas for halal meat on sala in supermarkets that is not marked as such If perents do not
want thewr children 10 eat non halal meat at school, they should instruct their children not o eal the
meeal thay can continue to feed o their children at home Good for Lancashire County Councd,
hope all other UK councils follow thewr [ead

Clicktorate < 5164 O 110

= chenry, london Uniled Kmgdom 3 days a

The halal meat shouldn't be forcad on the non-Musiim population. end shoud be banned in ths
country, because off suffering of animais!

Clicktorate ¢ 5507 & 84

Carchne | imousin, Cra

Thay were not consulled, weil what about all the parents of the chidren who were served this who
are agains! it So theyr feslings were hurt, wall nol as much as e animals they bar bancaly sl au
ghter who sulfer the most hor end ous pain when ki led Well done Lancashire Councl, now ban it
n avery school |1 should be outlawed in a country that sugposed 10 support anmal weifare

Cllektorata <) 5258 O 92

Were we asked if it was OK to have halal meat served g our Schools in the first place?

NIRRT cickone 0524 O
m Web348 rianh varke nted iKnggom. 3 days apo

This 15 a good decision and should ba mada law for avaryana

Clicktorate < 4988 < 152
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icH1088, Wembley, Undod Kingdom, 2 doy:
Hope the courts don't grve in fo this abhorrent practice

Clicktorate <> 4476 & 92

ArchbishopBanterbury 1ot Lnsed St 3 days ago |

You don't need 1o be consulted But, nol happy with the law of the land? Then move back o the
land you came from

i e OERE  cixoae ool O 72
B Coren Conn T oysa

The UK massas were nol consulted when they starled making the practice of Helal the
normm S0 why would we need 1o ask a MINORITY ike Muslims ifwe siop @ - Why aren't
the RSPA rakng the whole thing 10 court as the practics s CRUEL 10 animafs

Clicktorate <> 1458 < 6

There was ¢ recant patition:
https://www.chonge.org/p/rt-hon-theresa-maoy-mp-io-bon-halal-sloughter-in-the-uk
In which over 209,705 people ogreed with the subject fitle.

Screenshot overeal.

Mittionisg 21 seraly K tha G 2y 9 2nd & pitets

To ban halal and Kosher slaughter in the UK

) Petition Closed

-hMiegIE oo

K1 SharecnFacsbook ~

Halal and Kosher slaughter was the onty way known to kil

ANIMALS far food Howevesthat was thoutands of years aga.

3 Send o Tacobook mevsage

Times have changedthis practice has no place ina cwvilised
society, The cruel slaughterwhich unqualified people parform on B3 Send on email 10 e s
a daily basis needs to be banned in this countty. Our slaughter

D Wicnond 0o vrs o Aabi soss

| sincerely hope you ore successiul in the implementation of introducing non-helcl meat 1o schools and
would be interested if you could keep me updotad on motters. Thank you Geoff.

Y. sincaraly,

e 26 ¢
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Response 7

\\ BOARD OF DEPUTIES OF

ZX BRITISH JEWS

\

4

31 October 2017

Councillor Geoff Driver CBE
Lancashire County Council
County Hall

Preston

PR1 8XJ

Dear Councillor Driver,

| am writing on behalf of the Board of Deputies of British Jews, the national
representative body of the UK Jewish community.

It is with some concern thal we note coverage of the resolution passed by
Lancashire County Council on Thursday 26" October, concerning the provision of
non-mechanically stunned meat in Lancashire for school meals.

We found the tone of the debate conceming in the context of respecting an inclusive,
diverse and pluralist society. We also believe that the discussion assumed that
mechanical stunning is good while religious slaughter is bad. This could not be
further from the truth, as mechanical methods including drowning, electrocuting and
gassing cause pain and often go wrong, prolonging an animal's suffering.

We would therefore appreciate the opportunity to meet you to discuss the vote and
its implications. | would be grateful if you could send us some dates that you might
be available for this.

Yours sincerely,

Marie van dov 2y

Marie van der Zyl
Vice President
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Response 8
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Response 9

You get my backing on the subject of banning Hala Meat. This is a disgusting
practice and should be banned for the sake of animal welfare.

Response 10

| support your campaign to ban all non-stunned halal meat to schools. The law states
that non-stunned halal meat is not allowed to be served to people unknowingly.
Furthermore, the law states that non-stunned halal meat should not be given to non-
Muslim children and adults. | want the law uphelded.

The law should protect the welfare of all animals (including chickens) and protect

children and adults from being served non-stunned halal meat. It is well-known that
animals that are slaughtered without being stunned first can suffer a prolonged and
cruel death that is contrary to the protection of animal rights and welfare in the UK.

Response 11

I’'m in favour supplying animals slaughtered by full captive bolt for school meals.
Unstunned and recoverable stunned slaughter has been deemed cruel by vets and
other associations. We have fought long and hard in the UK for the least stressful
method of slaughter to see the results being undermined. Sikhs and some other
religions are not allowed to eat ritually slaughtered meat and their rights must be
considered.

Response 12

| think it's wrong that British children are forced to eat non stun Halal meat
unknowingly, and if we can prevent this from happening in our schools and
businesses, you get my backing.

Response 13

| was most disturbed to hear of your reversal of a decision to now allow halal meat to
be served in our schools . | do not agree with the inhuman slaughter methods used
in the preparation of halal meat and also having my granddaughter's right to eat non
halal meat taken away .

Concerned Lancashire resident !

Response 14

| would like to protest against halhal meat being served in our schools. | do not agree
with the slaughter of animals in this way and if it goes ahead | will be sending my
daughter to school with a packed lunch. Unless of course non halal is also available.
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Response 15

| am against cruel methods of animal slaughter and therefore fully support your
campaign to ban non stunned halal meat from schools.

Response 16

| am writing to you to express my concern about Halal meat being served in our
schools. | am astonished that this has been allowed to happen. This meat is being
fed to children who do not know the nature of the slaughter. It is unfair to force this
on children by stealth.

The Government says in it's own legislation that Non stun Halal is not allowed to be
served to people unknowingly or who are not Muslim.

Britain has a high standard of animal welfare. Non stunned is cruel and unnecessary
and that's if the slaughter goes well. In many instances because the animal puts up
resistance it is a laborious death.

| am an animal lover and | find this completely unacceptable.

Please try your hardest to get this meat removed from our schools. It upsets me that
my beautiful nieces are being forced to eat this meat. | know that they would be very
distressed if they were told about the cruel method of the slaughter.

Response 17

| am utterly appalled that non stun Halal meat is being served to children in schools,
who do not follow the Muslim or Jewish faith and are totally oblivious to the fact that
the poor animal they are eating, had to die in such an abhorrent way.

| understand that Muslim and Jewish people eat non stun Halal meat, because of
their religious beliefs. However, they have lived in European countries for years and
have always managed to source meat which has been slaughtered in accordance
with their religious beliefs. So why are we suddenly having to purchase meat, that
has not been pre-stunned?

At the very least, the meat should be labelled as Halal, so that schools, or the
general public can make an informed choice as to what they are buying.

Animals are sentient beings who feel pain, emotion and grief the same as we do and
| for one, want to be able to choose meat that has been pre-stunned.

Response 18

| am a slaughterman who works in stunned slaughter and will happily sign any paper
to have non halal meat in our schools or even our country. Halal slaughter is barbaric
and should have no place in Any sort of civilised society
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Response 19

| support your campaign to ban all non-stunned halal meat to schools. The law states
that non-stunned halal meat is not allowed to be served to people unknowingly.
Furthermore, the law states that non-stunned halal meat should not be given to non-
Muslim children and adults. | want the law uphelded.

The law should protect the welfare of all animals (including chickens) and protect
children and adults from being served non-stunned halal meat. It is well-known that
animals that are slaughtered without being stunned first can suffer a prolonged and
cruel death that is contrary to the protection of animal rights and welfare in the UK.

Response 20

Good luck with your fight. Go for it%@?

Response 21

Further to my last e-mail | wholeheartedly support the ban on non-stunned halal
meat being served in Lancashire schools because:

« The Government says in its own legislation that Non stun Halal is not allowed
to be served to people unknowingly or who are not Muslim

« it completely violates the UK's animal welfare standards

« it causes totally unnecessary suffering to the millions of animals killed this way

e People who do not follow a religion that insists on this slaughter should not be
forced to accept it

« If you told the (non-muslim) children how the meat on their plate has been
killed they would stop eating it

« Halal meats are available pre stunned and supplied to supermarkets and
other caterers - and this is perfectly acceptable under Islamic 'law. The
Muslims for the sake of animal welfare should use this compromise.

« If the council of mosques or Muslims are concerned then they must make
alternative arrangements

e In very many European Countries they refuse to serve halal meat to anyone
who is not muslim and halal in the food chain is very tightly controlled.

« | have forwarded this to over 3000 followers on Facebook for them to use as
they see fit.

Please forward this to every councillor in Lancashire County Council on my behalf.

Response 22

| wish to show my support for CC Driver as | strongly uphold the view that we have
the right to know,and choose,what we eat according to animal welfare laws which we
fought very hard for years to get.
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| keep Shetland Sheep as pets and It would be a revelation to people who think they
are just dumb animals if they could see them interact with me and their fellow flock
members.They are with out a doubt SENTIENT beings and deserve as peaceful a
death as possible with full non recoverable stun-it is deceiving people when it is
said halal ritual slaughter DOES (sometimes) involve stunning because it is NOT full
captive bolt etc stunning- this recoverable stun can be far worse as they can and do
regain consciousness.

| would wish to see a total ban on all ritual slaughter-it is barbaric and has NO
PLACE in the 21c.

Ritual slaughter belongs in the history books -and it is wrong that an ideology takes
precedent over animals rights and cruelty.lt makes me feel ill and definately affects
my well being and as there is no labelling etc | cannot bear the thought of eating this
meat unwittingly so do not buy ANY now.Other countries HAVE banned ritual
slaughter-there are some things that must not be given as rights if they are morally
wrong just to appease an outdated ideology.

Muslims CAN and do eat what we eat-it says in Koran 'eat what is put before
you....."they can say bismala if they care to like we say 'for what we are about to
receive etc...my muslim friends do not eat halal certified meat or products and say it
is actually AGAINST the teaching in Koran --and just a huge money making business
that gets used for money laundering and jihad and funds extremist groups-and all
non muslims are paying the tax unwittingly that goes only to muslim causes to
furtherance of islamification-there is much more to this halal certification than we are
told ----It is the extremist elements in this ideology are demanding rights for sinister
purposes-this is from muslim friends who are as concerned about the whole thing as
we are.They are vegetarian.

It really is an OUTRAGE to a country who hold animal welfare as a top priority.
| believe there is a consultation questionaire ?-Please could | have a copy?

Thank you-I simply was going to ask for this but got carried away-l,and many
hundreds of thousands like me feel SO strongly on this and feel OUR rights -the
majority, and OUR customs and culture and ideology,are being totally ignored..and
we do not know what we are eating -have no choice.

Response 23

Firstly for meat to be halal the animal must be fully awake as it is being slaughtered
plus a "prayer" is said by

slaughterman. If the animal is
stunned in any way before slaughter the meat is not halal.

Muslims have a saying "the more an animal suffers before death - the sweeter the
meat." | have travelled extensively in the middle east and the torture and cruel
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treatment these animals suffer is horrific. Believe me it also occurs in muslim places
of slaughter in the Uk.

Denmark is the only European nation to completely ban halal slaughter.

Uk vets and Rspca have long condemmed this practice but nothing is done as the
establishment do not want to upset the muslims. Disgraceful.

Australia exports live animals to the middle east and Indonesia. Last year a party of
vets went to Indonesia and covertly filmed at a slaughtter house. They reported
animals having metal poles thrust into their eyes- legs tied and men pulling animal in
opposite directions until it's legs snapped- kicked and punched before slitting it's
throat. The creature then hoisted up on a rack to slowly bleed to death. This is a
barbaric way to treat animals. In order that brainwashed muslims can supposedly
keep to the word of their so called god.

As a result australia banned export of live animals. The real problem in this nation
and western nations in general is that halal meat is creeping into supermarkets- fast
food shops- and we are unaware we are being given it. Some schools in uk only
serve halal meat sometimes when muslims in the school are less that 20%. One
final FACT- due to certification that meat is halal a payment is made to muslim
bodies for such certification - in case you are unaware part of that moneyy is diverted
to islamic terror groups to fund their war against the west. Australian counter terror
police discovered this and it is world wide.

So finally- the answer is only serve meat which is slaughtered in a british slaughter
house and not halal. If these people want it the answer is simple- go live in a muslim
country.

Off course the way things are going it might be uk next. French schools only served
one type of meat and its not halal!

Reading your report document it comments on practice of the animals not being able
to see another animal being slaughtered and a sharp knife being used and sarpened
for each animal- all rubbish. Recently in Bradford a muslim slaughter house lost its
licence- filthy premises- animals all crowed in so that they all saw what was
happening and the knife used was so blunt it was used to hack at the animals

throat. If you have any feelings for animals - ban this meat in your schools and
workplace

Response 24

Why, when there is no earthly reason, is un-stunned meat being given in our
schools. | always understood a prayer was all that was needed to make it conform to
Halal requirements.
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Response 25

| think it is totally wrong British children are forced to eat non stun Halal meat
unknowingly.

Response 26

| am ashamed and disgusted that halal slaughtered meat is being dished out to our
children in Lancashire and probably everywhere else in England.

Halal slaughter is not the British way, is barbaric and abhorrent.

We all know now that certain abattoirs overproduce and sell halal slaughtered meat
as haram. That too is unacceptable.

Please work to get this vile practice stopped.

Response 27

| support your campaign to ban all non-stunned halal meat to schools. The law states
that non-stunned halal meat is not allowed to be served to people unknowingly.
Furthermore, the law states that non-stunned halal meat should not be given to non-
Muslim children and adults. | want the law uphelded.

The law should protect the welfare of all animals (including chickens) and protect

children and adults from being served non-stunned halal meat. It is well-known that
animals that are slaughtered without being stunned first can suffer a prolonged and
cruel death that is contrary to the protection of animal rights and welfare in the UK.

Response 28

| wish to repeat my grave concerns, for the possibility of a return to the practice of
none stunning of animals being slaughtered.

It is the law in this country that animals should be treated in a proper manner when
being killed for food. People from other countries have different customs, | have to
accept that, as much as | might not agree with them.

| feel it is totally unacceptable, that these people think they have a right to continue a
practice, that is not compatible with the laws of this country or with the majority of
people in this country.

| don't think the fight to continue your good work will be easy, but | wish you all the
best in your efforts to do what is right and for the animals.
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Response 29

| would stun the animals before slaughtering. We have a minority population in the
U.K which has a religious stance for Halal meat.

We should care for the animals when they grow up, we have the highest standards
of care in farming. | strongly disagree that we have un-stunned animals before
slaughter. We should care for them when we slaughter the animal.

We manage in the UK for the small percentage in the population.
We should show some respect when they get slaughtered.

The throat is cut, blood loss takes perhaps 1 minute, have you looked on you
tube, its appalling.

| think we should do a tv program in reference to animals being slaughtered by Halal.
| strongly disagree without animals being un-stunned.

| will get some votes and get it discussed in Parliament.

Response 30

| wish to add my concern and to say that | am disgusted with how animals are killed
for the food chain in order to create Halal meat. The welfare of the animals should
always come first and their death should be brought about in the most caring and
humane way possible. Killing terrified animals in front of each other and allowing
them to bleed to death slowly is Inhumane. The thought of this practice taking place
in order to feed our children is abhorrent to me and not a part of our cultural heritage
as animal lovers.

Response 31

All animals should be stunned prior to slaughter

Response 32

Our schools should not be serving non stunned Halal meat at all. This cruel and
barbaric way of slaughtering should be outlawed.

Non muslims have a right not to be fed this meat it is morally reprehensible that you
are only providing Halal.

Shame on you.

Response 33
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It is wrong that British children are forced to eat non-stun Halal meat unknowingly.

Response 34

It took decades of campaigning to get legislation to have animals slaughtered
humanely. As the duly elected representatives, the electorate assumes you act
ethically on their behalf and by supplying meat from barbarically slaughtered cattle to
children who are not aware of how these animals are treated you have breached that
trust. I, in some ways | feel sorry for you, you are being threatened with a lawsuit if
you stop supplying non-stun meat and quite possibly a lawsuit if you continue to

supply it illegally.

| understand a statement to the effect there was no demand for stunned meat. The
only reason is that the supply of non-stun meat was a deal done in the secret. In
secret as | suspect you know there would be an outcry if it was made public. | would
challenge you to put the question on your website and judge from the result how
strongly the public feels about this underhand decision.

Response 35

Killing of animals for human consumption without first stunning animals is barbaric!
Also, it is against the law in the United Kingdom. Parliament has forbidden the use of
Halal meat in restaurants within the Houses of Parliament.

Ideological reasons by some ethnic groups should not be allowed to supplant the law
of the land, and if such ideologues are not content to accept the law, they are free to
leave. There are more than fifty countries in the World who share and practise their
ideological beliefs.

Response 36

Muslims can have stunned Halal they have a totally acceptable choice, there is no
need for unnecessary suffering in the name of any religion.

| think it's wrong that British children are forced to eat non stun Halal meat
unknowingly. please stop serving halal school dinners this is totally unacceptable in a
Christian country!

Response 37

| am just emailing to raise my concerns that Halal meat is still being used in our local
schools. | am not at all happy that my daughter is being given this meat on a daily
basis and ask if there is any possibility of the Lancashire County Council getting
halal meat banned for once and all. If muslim's aren't happy with this then | suggest
that they send their children in with packed lunches. It outrages me that we have to
go by their law and beliefs in this country.
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| could say a lot more but think | will leave it there for now.

Please Lancashire County Council don't back down for them!

Response 38
| write to urge you to continue with the fight to ban halal meat in Lancashire schools.

| cannot believe that any right thinking person would want to eat anything that has
died a fearful and painful death because of some mediaeval ideology masquerading
as a religion!

Animals are sentient beings, they have a brain and nervous system and feel fear and
pain the same as we do.

Where does the RSPCA stand on this issue, they surely have guidelines as to the
slaughter of animals?

I've seen an animal killed the halal way, and it's not something | ever want to see
again. The beast took around 6 minutes to die, making the most pitiful noise I've ever
heard and writhing on the ground! Barbaric is an understatement.

Personally, | don’t understand why this practice is allowed anywhere in the UK.
We, as a nation of animal lovers, really must stand together on this matter.

Why oh why are we always trying to appease the minorities? I'm sure other
European countries don't.

If muslims don’t like the idea of non halal meat, then surely a vegetarian option could
be considered or why not suggest a packed lunch?

Response 39

First of all " thank you" for trying to ban non stunned halal meat in schools! | was so
Pleased to hear this news-and saddened that it's now back on the menu!!

Torturing animals to death in the name of a mediaeval religion is barbaric and must
cease!

Animals are sentient beings with a brain and a nervous system-which means they
feel Fear and pain just like we do-just because they can't speak -we must speak up
for them!!

Saying there's no demand for non halal meat is simply not true!!!

Please continue to speak up for animals and the majority of citizens who do not
agree with halal slaughter!
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Response 40

| am writing to express my great concern about non stun halal slaughter of animals
and that meat being given to school children.

There is absolutely NO reason to do this when animals can be stunned prior to
slaughter for those who are carnivores. | have seen graphic videos of what happens
in slaughterhouses that are non stun. It is disgusting how animals in this country are
being allowed to be killed in this inhumane way - the maltreatment and fear that
animals witness when other animals before them are having their throats slashed is
truly sickening and gratuitous.

We should be thinking of the welfare of these animals as a priority not a minority's
cultural needs. This is England.

Response 41

| have been reliably informed that you have capitulated to the Muslim minority to
allow Halal meat, and by inference all our non Muslim children weather they like it or
not will be forced to eat this Barbaric slaughtered meat.You are all weak and have
given in to these bully boys, women don't come in to the equation as they have no
voice within the Muslim house.You should have stood firm and said no, and if these
Muslims do no like to abide the laws of our stunning and slaughtering, they should
leave our country. | have very strong views on this

Response 42
Whilst I understand things may be difficult it should be a choice.

No one should be exposed to anything that could be offensive or cruel.

In this case the non stun of animals should be totally banned from this country
altogether, it's a vile practice and means we've gone backwards with the way we
deal with things.

No one | repeat no one should have to have halal forced upon them without knowing.

You are I’'m sure within your rights to ban this.

Response 43

Question 1 of the consultation is misleading. It says you are considering whether to
serve stunned or unstunned halal meat and then asks if | object to serving stunned
halal meat. If | say | object, I'm potentially saying | approve of unstunned halal meat.
It's a badly worded question that will sway the vote outcome toward unstunned halal
meat, but | think you knew this when the consulting questionnaire was being drafted.
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And just for the record in a civilised society that have law protecting animals we
shouldn't be serving any kind of meat that has been slaughtered were the animal has
had its throat slit and bleed to death.

Response 44

People, schools should not be given halal meat. This is a Christian Country and we
have a right to choose what we are served. Halal meat means animals slaughtered

in a brutal way and | and my family do not want to eat this meat without being
informed.
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Response 45
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LANCASHIRE

COUNCIL OF MOSQUES
Charity registration Number: 1015119

7% March 2018

To Lancashire County Council

Dear Sir, Madam

Re: Halal Meat Consultation 2018

We write on behalf of the Lancashire Council of Mosques (“‘LCM”) in relation to the
consultation where the County Council is considering its current policy for the supply of
Halal meat to schools. The County Council has stated it is considering a proposal to
provide only stunned Halal meat to schools.

This is LCM's response to the consultation which we ask to be considered in addition to
a number of responses from members of our community which have been submitted
separately

Halal

LCM is opposed to any change in the Council’s current policy for supplying Halal meat
fo schools. We do not believe that meat derived from animals which are stunned
before slaughter complies with the requirements of slaughter so as to be in conformity
with the principles of Halal.

This is an issue of religious belief and adherence to the requirements of our faith and is
not something which can be modified or negotiated. We believe this view is shared by
many in the communities we represent.

We are aware that it has been suggested that this position is out of keeping with the
vast majority of Muslims. We do not accept this. We recognise that what is required for
Halal is a matter of some debate amongst Muslims and peoples views do differ. Many
Muslims are of the view that stunned meat is not meat produced in accordance with
Halal requirements.

The task group established in 2013 which carried out the previous review of the policy
expressly recognised the value of the work that LCM carmry out and acknowledged that
LCM is a representative body which speaks for the vast majority of Muslims in
Lancashire; and that the County Council has always sought the views of LCM in
developing its policy on Halal. Given our views and those of the community we
represent, that stunned meat is not compatible with the requirements of our religious
observance and given the authority with which we speak on behalf of our community,
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as has been recognised by the County Council, we believe this should carry significant
weight with the Council.

Children’s welfare

In our view and our experience it is likely that a significant percentage of the Muslim
community of Lancashire who cumrently use the school meals service believe that
eating stunned meat would not be compatible with their religious beliefs and
requirements. If the change of policy is implemented this will lead to many children no
longer taking up school lunches, which may have serious adverse consequences for
those children.

Humane slaughter

The consultation document does not explain why the Council considers the change of
policy to be a good idea and in what respects it would be beneficial. However we
assume, given the debates which have taken place previously, that the proposed
change may be motivated by a belief that stunned meat is more “humane”.

This is a view that is by no means universally accepted and in fact the scientific
evidence on this matter is divided. It cannot be said definitively or authoritatively that
animals which are stunned before slaughter are subject to more humane or less painful
treatment. The scientific evidence does not support such a definitive conclusion.

In fact the practice of Halal is rooted in respect for animals and regard to their welfare.
Community Relations

We also want to raise our concems that there is a real risk that the continued pressure
to change this policy will have an significant adverse impact on community relations.
Some of the language used in the previous debate caused real offence to our
community. This is already a time of heightened tension and fearfulness for members
of our community. This proposal creates a risk of Muslims being characterised as
supporting cruel or abhorrent methods of slaughter.

It also creates an impression in the community that our religious beliefs are not given
serious regard or respect by those elected to represent us.

LCM has very serious concems about the implications for community cohesion if the
policy is implemented.

In view of these representations we would urge the Council not to change the current
policy or to press this matter any further.

Yours Sincerely
[:P\ o .Q«WJ

(Imam) Rafiq Ismail Patel
LCM, Chairman

Bangor Street Community Centre, Norwich Street, Blackburn, Lancashire, BB1 6NZ
Tel: 01254 692289 Web: lancashiremosques.com E-mail: admin@lancashiremosques.com
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Response 46
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Response 47
national

Response to Lancashire SeCU lar

County Council’s halal EEEEW
meat consultation 2018 - e
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About the National Secular Society
The Mational Secular Society ks a party-paolitically neutral organdsation that works for the separation
of religion and state, and far equal respect for everyone’s human rights so that no one is either
advantaged or disadvantaged on account of their bellefs. We regard secularism and freedom of
expression as essential leatures of a fair and open society.

How strongly do you agree or dizagree with the preposal te provide enly stunned halal
meat to schools?
Strongly agree

Wiy do vou say this?
Stunned halal meat is the anly ethical aptien and it is accepted by the majority of Muslims.

The sclantific conssnsus s clear that 1T is mone humane 1o stun an animal prior to slaughter than not
dedng so. That Is why animal welfare legislation reqguires all anémals to be stunned before slaughter
in ordar to minimise suffering. with exemptions given only to animals slaughtered by halal or kosher
methods,

The governmant's own advisory body, the Farm Animal Welfare Councll (FAMWC), has recommended
that the slaughter of animals without pre-stunning shoutd be banned, with no exemptions. The
FAWC have concluded that animals slaughtered without pre-stunring are llkely to experience "very
significant pain and distrex” before they become unconscious,

Likewise, the EU's Scientific Panel on Anlenal Health and Welfare (AHAW) have stated that: “Due to
the seriows animal welfare concerns assoclated with slaughter withouwt sturning, pré-cut Stunneng
should always be performed.”

The Federation of Veterinariana of Curope (MVE) heve stated: "FVE s of the opinlon that the practice
of slaughtering animak without prior stunning is unacceptable wnder any drcumstances”,

REPCA, Compassion In World Farming and the British Veterinary Association all support anend to
non-stun slaughter to improve animal welfare at the time of death.
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Denmark, Estonia, Finland, lceland, Latvia, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, New Zealand, Norway, Sweden
and Switrerland have all banned non-stun slaughter.

It ks clear that the majority of Muslims in the UK accept pre-stunning prior to slaughter, Figures fram
the Food Standards Agency say that in 2012 of those enimals slasghtered in the UK according to
halal rules, 84% of cattle or calves, 81% of sheep and goats, and BEW of pouttry were stunned before
slaughter.

It is mok trwe that all Muslims agree that unstunned meat Is mare “authentically”™ halal than stunned
meat, or that unstunned meat i more widely accepted, Some halal suppliers consider stunned meat
to e more n-line with slambc values than unetenned meat because it causes bess suffering, Far
example, halal supplier Najmastates on (13 website : "We follow the islemic values of treating all
anirnals with kindness and compassion, To ensure the welfare of the animals, we do use recoverable
stunning prios 1o shughber, This i n accondance to the specific rules set out by the Istamic faith and
under superasion of our Eurapean Halal certifying bodies.”

It should also be noted that the non-stenmed halal sector is harming retailers of stunned hatal, The
Halal Monitaring Committes {HMC] Is putting halal suppliers under pressure by pushing the message
that anly non-stunned meat is "genuinely Halal®, imphying that suppliers whe sell stunned meat or
do mot berar the HMC logo are contravening [slamic law. Because halal suppliers fear losing the trust
of their cuttomers, they may feel forced to switch to unstunned halal meat and pay thousands of
pounds for HMC certification,

A BBC Mews Look North segment reported on the issuee of unstunnaed kalal in Halifax in 2011, One
halal trader intenviewed, Ahmed Pervaz of Medina Poultry who has 20 years’ axparience in the
industry, stated that HMC are “really hammering Uhe halal industry® and that “they're nothing but a
scam.” He said that "people believe them because they appear o be Islamically dressed, Bslamically
knowledgeabie, but when it comes to halal, they have no authority.”

Councils have a duty to provide healthy and nutritious schools meals. They akso have a duty to
ensure the food they provide ks sowrced ethnically in a manner that does not harm people, animals
or the environment. They do not have a duty to cater for every religious dietary preference of avery
pupil's family, and especially If those preferences mean contravening the advice of veterinary and
farming associations, and causing harm to local businesses,

What impact would this proposal have on you?

This proposal has nation-wide implications. If the council reverses its decision to stop supplying
unstunned meat i schools, it will give greater power to religious interest groups to assert their
agends on vouncils in other areas. it will glso set a direction of trave! for socdety as a whole with
regards to animal welfare policy.

IFLEC decide to supply unstunned meat to schoots, it will smount to state support for slaughter
methods that are regarded worldwide as unnecessarily cruel, it will send the messags that the LUK
prioritises the demands of orthodox rellgious minoaritles over the basic welfare needs of animals.
While increasing numbers of countries are deciding to ban non-stun slaughtsr, the UK will be moving
in the opposite direction bo the current trend in developed economies.
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What, if anything, do vou think could be done differently in providing halal meat to
schoals?

While it is important for councils to consider distary requirements of school children, no counci

should be pressured Into supplying meat slaughtered in o method that contravenes anlmal welfare
out of religlous comeems.

The Mational Secular Society has been researching the provision af hakal meat to schools by UK
councils, The majority of cowunclls that the N55 has sunseyed do not supply unstunned hiatal meat to
schools, Several specifically state that they will not supply unstunned hakal on animal welfare
grounds: a few examples are given below:

"ALCC sources fts meat produocts via nationally procured frarmewerks. Our suppliers take animal
welfare very seriously. All farmed anfmals which are staughtered for their products are done so
humanely, in accordance with EU and UK law. This inchudes provision to ensure that animals are
rendered insansible ta pain, distress or suffering, prior to killing and Includes the stunning of animals
prior to shaughter. Traditional Halal slaughter, which forbids the stunning of animals, ks a practice
wihich i3 not aecepted by our suppliers on animal welfare grounds.” [Aberdeen County Couneil)

“All animal product s stunned before slaughter in line with our food life and better anirmal weifare
accreditations.” (Greenwich Barough Cauncil)

“The current providers providing school meals within the London Borough of Hammersmith &
Fulham central contract supply Halal meat which meets the HFA standards and is pre stunned. As &
loeal authority, we have specified that the halal meat provision i 1o meet the HFA standards and all
British ankmal welfare standards.” (Hammersmth & Fulham Councll)

"The eurrent prenviders providing schoal meals within the REKC central eantract supply Halal meat
which meats the HFA standards and ks pre stunned. As 3 local Authority we have specified that the
halal meat prowision Is to meet the HFA standards 2nd all British animal welfare standards.”
[Kensington & Chalsea Borough Councl]

"Sthools that work In partnerihip with Leicestershine Traded Services (LTS) Catering are provided
with halal products that have been stunned before slaughter.” [Lelcestershire County Councl)

*Thi Mottingharmshire Cownty Councll School Meals service does not Inchede halalkosher meat in s
meals - pupils opt to have a vegetarian option” [Mottinghamshire County Council)

A vegetarion option should always be avalkable in school meaks. This would be acceptable to those
Kuslims who refuse to est stunned meat.

It should also be stressed to families that those who wish thelr child to est unstunned meat would
still ke parmitted to provide the maat In a packed lunch.
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